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Abstract:

The rapid advancement of humanoid technologies and artificial intelligence has raised
significant ethical and theological questions, particularly within the Christian context. This
study examines the development of humanoid technology through the lens of Christian
theology, focusing on the concept of Imago Dei and principles of digital ethics. Drawing on
qualitative, literature-based analysis, the research explores how the spiritual, moral, and
relational dimensions of humanity cannot be authentically replicated by artificial agents. The
study also highlights potential risks associated with humanoid technology, including
manipulation, bias, and erosion of human dignity. By integrating theological reflection with
digital ethical principles, the research proposes guidelines for responsible design,
deployment, and interaction with humanoid systems. Emphasis is placed on preserving
human dignity, promoting justice, and ensuring that technological innovation serves the
common good. The findings underscore the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration
among theologians, ethicists, and technologists to align technological progress with moral
and spiritual values. This approach provides a normative framework for ethically coherent

and theologically informed humanoid development.
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INTRODUCTION

The rapid advancement of humanoid technology and artificial intelligence (AI) has
transformed contemporary human experiences, blurring the boundaries between organic and
synthetic agents. Humanoid robots, designed to emulate human behaviour and appearance, are
increasingly integrated into social, professional, and domestic spheres, creating unprecedented
forms of human-machine interaction. (Seifert et al., 2022; DeFalco, 2020). This evolution raises
complex ethical and spiritual questions, particularly regarding human identity, responsibility,
and the nature of personhood in an era where machines can mimic cognitive and emotional
capacities. For example, humanoid robots designed as social companions for the elderly are
now capable of simulating empathy through facial expressions and vocal intonations, often
leading users to form emotional attachments that blur the boundary between authentic and
artificial relationships. (Deusdad, 2024). In another case, advanced Al-driven pastoral chatbots
have begun offering spiritual guidance, prompting debate over whether non-human agents can
legitimately participate in traditionally human-centred practices such as counselling, moral
discernment, or even liturgical functions. (Zalukhu, 2025). Moreover, the rise of Al-generated
digital personas—some of which continue to interact with loved ones after their human creators
have died—adds further complexity by challenging theological and ethical understandings of
memory, presence, and the continuity of personal identity. As humans engage more intimately
with humanoid entities, the theological implications of such interactions demand rigorous
reflection. In particular, Christian theology, with its emphasis on the Imago Dei—the belief that
humans are created in the image of God—offers a unique lens for examining the moral and
spiritual ramifications of developing machines that resemble humans. Understanding this
theological perspective is crucial for navigating the challenges posed by Al and robotics in an
ethically and spiritually coherent manner.

The central problem addressed in this study concerns the ethical and theological
evaluation of humanoid technology from a Christian standpoint. Key questions include how
humanoid technology aligns or conflicts with the theological concept of the Imago Dei, what
responsibilities humans bear in creating and deploying humanoid machines, and how digital
ethics can inform their design and use. These questions arise from the intersection of
technological capability and moral accountability, highlighting a need for frameworks that
reconcile innovation with spiritual and ethical integrity. In particular, the Imago Dei framework
provides insights into preserving human dignity and relationality in contexts where machines
increasingly participate in human-like interactions. Furthermore, applying digital ethics within
this theological lens allows for the development of guidelines that prevent misuse and promote
socially responsible innovation. Addressing these questions contributes to a deeper
understanding of both contemporary technology and enduring moral principles.

This study aims to explore the intersection of Christian theology, humanoid technology,
and digital ethics. It seeks to examine how theological principles regarding human creation and
dignity can inform the design, development, and deployment of humanoid machines. By
integrating Imago Dei with contemporary discussions of digital responsibility, the research
aspires to construct an ethical framework that guides developers, policymakers, and society in
managing the complexities of humanoid interaction. Additionally, the study endeavours to
identify potential tensions between technological advancement and spiritual values, offering
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constructive approaches for harmonising these domains. The research also seeks to advance
interdisciplinary dialogue, bridging theology, ethics, and technology studies in ways that are
rarely addressed in current literature. Ultimately, the study intends to provide conceptual tools
for evaluating humanoid technology through a lens that respects both innovation and human
moral significance.

The significance of this research lies in its potential to shape ethical and responsible
approaches to humanoid technology. By articulating a theologically informed framework, it can
guide developers and stakeholders in creating machines that honour human dignity and
relationality. Moreover, the study contributes to contemporary Christian scholarship by
addressing pressing technological questions that traditional theological discourse has not fully
engaged. It provides a resource for academic inquiry, offering a systematic evaluation of how
spiritual and ethical values intersect with digital innovation. The research also has practical
implications, informing policies and standards for the responsible development and use of
humanoid Al In doing so, it bridges the gap between abstract theological principles and tangible
technological practices, making theology relevant to modern digital challenges.

Despite the growing body of research on Al ethics, few studies integrate Christian
theology with digital ethics in the context of humanoid technology. Most current literature
emphasises technical performance. (Umoga et al., 2024), general ethical frameworks (Prem,
2023), or social impacts without explicitly addressing the Imago Dei or spiritual considerations
(Bao et al., 2022; Solaiman et al., 2023). This research identifies a critical gap: the lack of
practical, theologically grounded guidance for humanoid developers who aim to respect human
dignity. By situating digital innovation within a Christian ethical perspective, the study responds
to the pressing need for scholarship that addresses both technical and moral dimensions. It offers
a nuanced understanding of how theology can inform the responsible design and deployment of
humanoid machines. Filling this gap is essential for fostering ethically aligned technological
development that acknowledges human uniqueness.

The novelty of this study lies in its interdisciplinary integration of Christian theology, the
concept of Imago Dei, and digital ethics in evaluating humanoid technology. Synthesising these
domains provides a conceptual framework for ethical innovation that is both morally grounded
and technologically informed. The research offers critical analysis applicable across multiple
academic disciplines, including theology, ethics, robotics, and Al studies. Furthermore, it
provides practical insights for designers, engineers, and policymakers striving to ensure that
humanoid technology complements rather than compromises human dignity. By foregrounding
spiritual and moral considerations in the development of humanoids, the study presents a unique
contribution to contemporary discourse on technology and faith. Ultimately, it establishes a
reference point for future interdisciplinary research that seeks to harmonise technological
advancement with ethical and theological imperatives.

METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research design, grounded in conceptual and literature-
based analysis, to explore the intersection of Christian theology and humanoid technology
(Puzio, 2023; Fourie, 2020). The qualitative approach allows for an in-depth examination of
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theological concepts, ethical principles, and technological practices, emphasising interpretive
understanding rather than quantitative measurement. The research relies on secondary sources,
theological literature, scholarly publications on artificial intelligence and humanoid robotics,
and documents addressing digital ethics. By synthesising insights from these diverse materials,
the study aims to construct a coherent conceptual framework that bridges spiritual, moral, and
technological domains. This approach facilitates a comprehensive understanding of how
theological principles, particularly the Imago Dei, can inform the development and ethical
governance of humanoid technology.

Data analysis is conducted through thematic content analysis, identifying recurring
patterns, concepts, and ethical considerations across the selected sources. The study
systematically compares theological perspectives with current technological practices,
highlighting convergences and divergences in moral reasoning and applied innovation. This
comparative approach enables the identification of gaps between the ethical ideals suggested
by Christian theology and the practical realities of humanoid development. Insights are then
synthesised to develop guidelines for aligning technological design with moral and spiritual
values. Overall, the methodology ensures a rigorous and integrative analysis that situates
humanoid technology within a theologically informed ethical framework.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Christian Theology and the Imago Dei

Christian theology asserts that human beings are created in the image of God, as
articulated in Genesis 1:26-27, a concept that extends beyond mere physical resemblance. The
term Imago Dei encompasses relational, moral, and rational dimensions, defining the unique
dignity and worth of humanity (Muller, 2020; Okonkwo, 2025). Scholars emphasise that it
serves as a theological foundation for understanding human responsibility, creativity, and
ethical accountability, distinguishing humans from other forms of creation. This framework
implies an intrinsic obligation for humans to reflect divine attributes in their interactions and
decision-making. Imago Dei also highlights the human capacity for relationality, enabling
meaningful engagement with God and others. Its theological significance provides a normative
lens for evaluating emerging technologies that replicate human appearance or behaviour, such
as humanoid robots.

In modern technological discourse, Imago Dei is increasingly invoked to address ethical
questions arising from Al and robotics. The development of humanoid machines challenges
conventional notions of what it means to bear God’s image, as robots may simulate cognitive
or emotional traits but lack the ontological and relational depth of human beings. (Rufiner et
al., 2025; Puzio, 2024). This raises ethical concerns about human treatment, moral boundaries,
and the potential consequences of replicating human likeness. Theological scholarship
emphasises that designing humanoid robots requires discernment, ensuring that technological
functionality aligns with respect for human dignity. Developers are encouraged to consider both
moral and spiritual implications, not merely technical performance. Consequently, Imago Dei
provides a critical lens for assessing the purpose, limits, and governance of humanoid
technology.
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The intersection of Imago Dei and ethics has inspired substantial scholarly reflection on
human creativity and moral responsibility in technological innovation. Humans, as bearers of
God’s image, are regarded as co-creators within creation, entrusted with responsibilities that
surpass mere technical experimentation. This co-creative mandate demands wisdom, restraint,
and ethical discernment, especially when designing entities that emulate human traits. Situating
technological development within this theological framework allows evaluation of whether
humanoid robots promote or hinder human flourishing. Imago Dei thus functions as a practical
guide for ethical decision-making in technology, reinforcing moral accountability. By
integrating theological reflection with contemporary ethical discourse, it provides a foundation
for responsible, interdisciplinary approaches to human-robot interaction.

Humanoid Technology

Humanoid technology encompasses robots or artificial agents designed to emulate human
form and behaviour, enabling interaction that is both physical and social. Its evolution dates
back to early automata of the Renaissance and mechanised figures in industrial contexts,
advancing dramatically with modern robotics, artificial intelligence, and cognitive computing.
(Lochrin, 2024; Shahghasemi, 2025). Today, humanoid robots are engineered for complex
tasks, from social interaction to healthcare support and domestic assistance, reflecting an
interdisciplinary convergence of engineering, neuroscience, and computer science. These
machines increasingly replicate human physical traits, gestures, facial expressions, and vocal
patterns, enhancing their integration and acceptance in human environments. Cognitive abilities
such as decision-making, learning, and emotional recognition distinguish humanoids from
conventional robots, allowing richer and more adaptive interactions. Consequently, humanoid
technology challenges traditional distinctions between humans and machines, prompting
ethical, social, and theological reflection.

A defining characteristic of humanoid technology is its ability to simulate human
morphology and behaviour with remarkable fidelity. (Tong et al., 2024; Gu et al., 2025).
Physical anthropomorphism, including bipedal locomotion, articulated limbs, and lifelike facial
structures, facilitates intuitive engagement and social presence. Behavioural mimicry, such as
gesture recognition, conversation, and context-sensitive responses, allows humanoids to
perform roles traditionally occupied by humans. Cognitive simulation, powered by Al, enables
machines to interpret stimuli, process information, and make adaptive decisions. The integration
of sensors, actuators, and machine learning systems creates a holistic approximation of human
experience, although lacking the ontological depth inherent to human personhood. This
combination of physical, behavioural, and cognitive traits positions humanoids as uniquely
challenging subjects for both technical assessment and ethical scrutiny.

The advancement of humanoid technology has been propelled by interdisciplinary
research spanning robotics, Al, and human-computer interaction. Innovations in materials
science, neural networks, and natural language processing have enhanced both the functional
and expressive capabilities of humanoid robots. Current research emphasises emotional
recognition, empathetic response, and adaptive learning to foster natural and socially
meaningful interactions. This trajectory reflects a shift from mechanical automata to
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autonomous agents with sophisticated cognitive architectures, raising questions of human
identity, agency, and relationality. As humanoids assume roles requiring social and emotional
competencies, ethical and theological considerations become increasingly critical. Integrating
these perspectives allows developers and scholars to create guidelines that balance
technological innovation with respect for human dignity and moral responsibility.

Digital Ethics

Digital ethics examines the moral principles guiding the development, deployment, and
use of digital technologies, including Al, robotics, and data-driven systems. It addresses
challenges such as bias, accountability, and privacy, emphasising the social and ethical
responsibilities of developers, organisations, and users. (Al-Kfairy et al., 2025; Diaz de la Cruz
et al., 2025). Fairness requires ensuring that technological systems do not perpetuate
inequalities or harm marginalised communities, while accountability emphasises monitoring,
mitigating, and taking responsibility for unintended consequences. Privacy concerns focus on
the protection of personal information, informed consent, and transparency in data collection
and processing. Collectively, these principles provide a foundation for responsible engagement
with digital environments and the equitable implementation of technology. By embedding these
ethical considerations, society can navigate the benefits and risks of pervasive computing and
Al systems.

In the context of Al and robotics, digital ethics is especially critical due to the autonomous
capabilities of machines that can influence human behaviour, social norms, and economic
outcomes. Ethical frameworks call for transparency in algorithmic processes, continuous
oversight, and anticipatory measures to prevent harm and misuse. Scholars argue that
integrating normative principles from philosophy, law, sociology, and theology provides
holistic guidance for responsible technological innovation. (Lescrauwaet et al., 2022; Mirzaie,
2025). Foregrounding ethical concerns during design and deployment reduces risks related to
bias, discrimination, and exploitation while fostering human flourishing. By emphasising
human-centred approaches, ethical design ensures that technology serves societal needs without
undermining intrinsic human dignity. Digital ethics thus functions as both a preventive and
guiding tool for sustainable technological development.

Practical implementation of digital ethics often involves strategies such as value-sensitive
design, ethical auditing, and participatory development. Value-sensitive design embeds societal
and moral values into technical systems to align innovation with human priorities. Ethical
auditing monitors algorithms and robotic systems for bias, unintended harms, or violations of
privacy, ensuring accountability throughout their lifecycle. Participatory development engages
diverse stakeholders, including users, ethicists, and policymakers, to co-create technology that
reflects shared values. From a theological perspective, integrating principles such as Imago Dei
reinforces human dignity, relationality, and moral responsibility in technology design.
Ultimately, digital ethics serves as a bridge between technical capability and morally coherent
practice, ensuring that advanced technologies contribute positively to human and societal well-
being.
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Theoretical Framework

Christian theological perspectives provide a foundational approach for analysing the
development of humanoid technology. Central to this perspective is the concept of human
dignity, grounded in the Imago Dei, which asserts that all human beings are created in the image
of God and possess intrinsic worth (Miiller, 2020; Macelaru, 2021; Szczerba, 2020). This
theological principle informs ethical reflection, emphasising that human life must be respected
and protected in all dimensions—spiritual, moral, and relational. Furthermore, Christian
theology positions humans as co-creators and stewards of creation, entrusted with the
responsibility for managing natural and technological resources wisely. As co-creators, humans
are called to exercise discernment, moral accountability, and ethical foresight in developing
new technologies. This framework provides a normative foundation for evaluating the purpose,
limits, and ethical implications of humanoid innovation.

The concept of humans as co-creators extends to the development of artificial agents and
humanoid systems. Human creativity, when guided by ethical and theological principles, can
produce technologies that enhance human flourishing and societal well-being. However, this
co-creative role carries responsibilities, including the anticipation of potential harms, prevention
of misuse, and promotion of justice and equity. Christian theology emphasises that
technological power must not compromise human dignity or relational integrity. (Hia, 2025;
Elizabeth & Mikaere, 2025; Ali, 2020). The principle of stewardship demands that humanoid
technologies be designed to serve humanity, augment human capabilities, and uphold moral and
spiritual values. This perspective frames technological innovation not merely as functional
achievement but as a morally accountable endeavour.

Humanoid ethics requires careful consideration of design, deployment, and societal
integration to align with Christian values. Ethical guidelines for humanoid use should prioritise
the protection of human dignity, the promotion of justice, and the enhancement of relational
and social well-being. Theological reflection informs the boundaries of humanoid application,
ensuring that machines remain tools for human service rather than substitutes for authentic
human presence. Ethical assessment must consider potential risks such as manipulation,
emotional exploitation, bias, and dehumanisation in human-robot interaction. By embedding
moral principles into both design and operation, humanoids can contribute positively to social
contexts while respecting theological imperatives. For instance, several care-robot prototypes
used in eldercare facilities—such as Japan’s humanoid robot Pepper and Korea’s Silbot—are
programmed with ethical interaction protocols that prevent deceptive emotional manipulation,
ensure respect for personal autonomy, and avoid replacing essential human relational roles.
(Kim et al, 2022). In practical application, these robots assist with daily tasks, provide reminders
for medication, and facilitate cognitive therapy, yet are intentionally restricted from offering
spiritual or moral guidance to prevent overstepping the boundaries of human-centred pastoral
and ethical responsibility. (Liao et al, 2023). Similarly, Al-driven pastoral support tools
employed in some churches are designed with transparency features that clearly disclose their
non-human status and include safeguards preventing them from issuing doctrinal judgments,
thereby aligning technological use with Christian ethical concerns regarding truthfulness,
dignity, and relational authenticity. This approach transforms ethical reasoning from abstract
principles into practical guidelines for responsible innovation.
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Risk analysis is a critical component of humanoid ethics, addressing both anticipated and
unintended consequences of technology. Humans, as designers and operators, retain moral
responsibility for the actions, decisions, and societal impacts of humanoid systems. Christian
ethical thought highlights accountability as a central concern, asserting that technological
advancement should not absolve humans of their moral obligations. Ethical evaluation should
anticipate potential harms, including social inequities, relational disruption, and compromise of
human dignity. Moral responsibility entails continuous oversight, auditing, and adjustment to
ensure that humanoid deployment aligns with human-centred values. This proactive ethical
engagement reinforces the stewardship role of humans in the technological sphere.

The integration of Christian theology and digital ethics emphasises the guiding role of
Imago Dei in technological development. Imago Dei serves as a normative reference, reminding
developers that humans possess unique spiritual, moral, and relational capacities that cannot be
replicated by machines. This principle provides ethical boundaries for humanoid design,
ensuring that technology respects human integrity and relationality. By grounding ethical
evaluation in the theological affirmation of human worth, developers can assess the
appropriateness of humanoid functions and interactions. Imago Dei thus functions as a
conceptual bridge between spiritual values and technical practice, guiding decisions about what
technologies should be created and how they should be used. This integration fosters coherence
between theological reflection and practical ethics.

The doctrine of Imago Dei provides the foundational framework for shaping human
engagement with humanoid technology. Rather than centring on abstract ethical virtues alone,
Christian theology asserts that every human being possesses inherent and incomparable dignity
by virtue of bearing the divine image. (Wyatt & Williams, 2021). This theological principle
establishes clear boundaries for human-robot interaction: humanoids, regardless of their
sophistication or human-like characteristics, cannot participate in or replicate the essence of
Imago Dei. (Wyatt, 2020). As a result, technological development must ensure that humanoids
function in ways that uphold and safeguard human dignity, rather than diminish or obscure it.
From this perspective, the design and deployment of humanoid systems must prioritise the
enhancement of human agency, relational capacity, and moral responsibility—qualities rooted
in the divine image. Midson (2020) notes that emerging technologies challenge contemporary
understandings of relationality and embodiment, making theological anthropology essential for
evaluating human-robot boundaries. Ethical concerns such as exploitation, dehumanisation, or
the substitution of authentic human presence become significant markers of whether a given
technology aligns with or violates Christian conceptions of human uniqueness. (Cole-Turner,
2022). Embedding an Imago Dei-centred ethic into technological frameworks ensures that
innovation reinforces human distinctiveness, preserves moral accountability, and supports the
flourishing of individuals and communities. In doing so, human-robot interactions maintain
coherence with Christian theological commitments while enabling the responsible integration
of humanoid technologies into society.

Digital ethics complements theological principles by providing operational strategies for
responsible humanoid development. Value-sensitive design, ethical auditing, and participatory
development translate abstract moral and spiritual values into practical mechanisms for
technological governance. These strategies ensure that algorithms, data collection, and
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interactive behaviours reflect fairness, accountability, and human-centred priorities. Integration
of theological insights with digital ethics strengthens the alignment between technical
functionality and moral responsibility. By uniting ethical frameworks with spiritual
considerations, developers can create humanoids that respect human dignity while fulfilling
practical roles. This convergence of theology and digital ethics forms a comprehensive
approach to technology governance.

The theoretical framework also addresses the relational dimension of human-robot
interaction. Humans engage not only with machines but also with the broader social and moral
environment shaped by technology. Christian theology emphasises that authentic relationships
require mutual recognition, accountability, and moral responsibility, qualities that humanoids
cannot fully embody. Ethical and theological reflection ensures that humanoid deployment
supports rather than diminishes human relational capacity. Design and operational decisions
should prioritise social cohesion, empathy, and the preservation of human connection. This
relational focus provides an essential criterion for evaluating humanoid functionality within
ethical and spiritual frameworks.

The framework underscores the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration in
humanoid development. The integration of theology, ethics, and technology studies allows for
a holistic evaluation of both practical and moral implications. Developers, ethicists, and
theologians can collaboratively define guidelines, risk assessments, and design principles that
honour human dignity and relational integrity. Such collaboration ensures that humanoid
innovation is guided by rigorous ethical reasoning grounded in spiritual values. It also facilitates
the translation of normative principles into actionable standards for technological practice.
Ultimately, this approach ensures that humanoid development remains aligned with the
overarching goals of human flourishing and moral accountability.

The theoretical framework establishes a comprehensive lens for analysing humanoid
technology through Christian theology and digital ethics. The Imago Dei provides the
foundational principle for safeguarding human dignity, moral responsibility, and relational
integrity. Ethical guidelines derived from Christian values and digital ethics inform design,
deployment, and oversight, addressing risks such as manipulation, bias, and dehumanisation.
Principles of love, justice, and stewardship guide human engagement with technology, ensuring
that humanoids serve rather than replace human capacities. Interdisciplinary integration
strengthens both theoretical coherence and practical applicability, creating a robust framework
for responsible innovation. This theoretical foundation ultimately positions Christian theology
and digital ethics as mutually reinforcing guides for the moral and ethical development of
humanoid technology.

Analysis of Imago Dei in Relation to Humanoid Technology

The analysis of humanoid technology through the lens of Imago Dei reveals that certain
dimensions of human existence remain irreplaceable by machines. Spiritual capacity, including
awareness of God, transcendence, and personal vocation, is inherently human and cannot be
authentically replicated by humanoid systems. Moral discernment, rooted in conscience and
ethical responsibility, provides humans with the ability to navigate complex situations with
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intentionality and empathy. Relational depth, encompassing meaningful interpersonal
connections and community engagement, distinguishes human interaction from programmed
machine responses. These facets highlight fundamental limitations of humanoid technology and
emphasise the need to recognise and preserve the unique value of human life.

Humanoid robots can simulate behaviour, decision-making, and emotional responses, yet
these simulations lack the ontological foundation of human existence. While Al-driven
machines can mimic empathy or ethical reasoning, such processes are ultimately algorithmic
and devoid of intrinsic moral awareness. (Kumar, 2025; Baltezarevi¢ & Battista, 2025). From
a Christian theological perspective, this underscores a boundary for technological creation:
machines may assist and augment human life, but cannot supplant the spiritual and moral
essence of humanity. The Imago Dei provides a normative standard for evaluating these limits,
ensuring that technological innovation respects rather than erodes human dignity. Recognising
these boundaries is crucial for both ethical guidance and responsible design in robotics.

Theological reflection indicates that the creation of humanoid robots must be approached
with humility and restraint. Human beings, as co-creators in God’s design, have a responsibility
to exercise wisdom when extending technological capabilities. Ethical oversight informed by
the Imago Dei demands that humanoids serve human welfare without undermining relational
or spiritual values. The deployment of humanoids in sensitive contexts, such as caregiving or
education, should account for potential moral and emotional implications. By situating
humanoid development within this framework, technological innovation aligns with theological
principles while fostering human flourishing.

The relational dimension of Imago Dei also presents critical considerations for human-
robot interaction. Genuine relationships involve mutual recognition, emotional reciprocity, and
accountability, attributes that humanoid machines cannot authentically possess. Human reliance
on humanoid companions may risk attenuating interpersonal bonds if relational needs are
partially delegated to machines. Therefore, ethical deployment must ensure that humanoid
technology enhances, rather than diminishes, human-to-human connections. Theological
insight guides designers to prioritise relational integrity while harnessing the practical benefits
of robotics.

The moral implications of humanoid technology extend to issues of agency and
responsibility. Humans are accountable for the actions and outcomes of machines they create,
reflecting the co-creative responsibility emphasised in Christian theology. Ethical frameworks
derived from Imago Dei suggest that developers must anticipate potential harms, biases, and
social consequences in humanoid design. By integrating these moral obligations into
technological planning, humans maintain stewardship over creation while mitigating risks of
misuse. This approach reinforces the notion that technological power must be exercised within
defined ethical boundaries.

From a spiritual perspective, humanoid technology cannot replicate human purpose or
vocation. Humans are called to seek meaning, cultivate virtues, and engage in worshipful and
transformative relationships with God and others (Montecel, 2024). While humanoids can
simulate tasks or behaviours, they lack the capacity for spiritual discernment or transcendent
intentionality. Recognising this distinction underscores the irreplaceable role of human
creativity and responsibility in technological advancement. Consequently, the integration of
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theological reflection ensures that technological innovation respects the sanctity and dignity of
human life. Such reflection also prevents the subtle displacement of human vocation by
mechanised efficiency, reminding society that technological progress must remain subordinate
to divine purpose. By grounding innovation within the framework of the Imago Dei, Christian
theology affirms that human uniqueness cannot be transferred, replicated, or mechanised,
regardless of advancements in artificial intelligence.

Implications of Digital Ethics

The development of humanoid technology presents significant ethical risks when moral
considerations are neglected. Unregulated deployment of humanoids may lead to manipulation
of human emotions, reinforcement of societal biases, or inadvertent discrimination in areas such
as employment, healthcare, and education. Furthermore, overreliance on humanoid systems can
erode human dignity, reducing interpersonal relationships to transactional or artificial
interactions. From a Christian ethical perspective, such outcomes conflict with the principles of
respect, justice, and stewardship embedded in the Imago Dei. Identifying and understanding
these risks is crucial to ensure that technological innovation serves rather than undermines
human flourishing.

Humanoid technology also carries the potential for subtle moral displacement, where
humans may defer ethical responsibility to machines. (DeFalco, 2020). When decision-making
is delegated to autonomous systems, accountability can become obscured, resulting in
diminished moral awareness and ethical engagement. This raises questions about the human
obligation to exercise conscience, intentionality, and relational responsibility in interaction with
technology. Ethical frameworks grounded in Christian theology emphasise that humans must
retain ultimate responsibility for choices mediated by artificial agents. Recognizing this
dynamic reinforces the importance of human-centred design in the development of humanoid
robots.

Privacy concerns represent another significant dimension of ethical risk in humanoid
technology. (Zalukhu & Ester, 2025). Humanoid robots often rely on extensive data collection,
including personal, behavioural, and biometric information, to function effectively. Without
careful oversight, this data could be exploited, misused, or inadequately protected, potentially
violating individual rights and moral norms. Christian ethical reflection calls for safeguarding
personal dignity and ensuring that technological systems respect both the autonomy and
confidentiality of human subjects. Incorporating privacy protections into design and operational
protocols is therefore a moral imperative for developers.

In addition, humanoid technology can inadvertently perpetuate social biases and
inequalities if ethical principles are neglected. Algorithms that control humanoid decision-
making may reflect preexisting biases in datasets or design assumptions, reinforcing stereotypes
and discrimination. Ethical deployment requires systematic auditing and assessment of these
biases, coupled with measures to ensure fairness and equity. From a theological standpoint,
such practices align with the Christian commitment to justice, equality, and care for vulnerable
populations. These principles demand vigilance to prevent technological reinforcement of
societal harms.
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Christian ethical principles provide a normative foundation for addressing these
challenges in humanoid development. Principles such as respect for human dignity, promotion
of justice, and the common good guide both the conceptualisation and practical implementation
of robotic systems. Ethical frameworks informed by theology emphasise that technology should
serve humanity, augment human capabilities, and support moral flourishing rather than supplant
or exploit it. In this regard, humanoid robots should be designed as tools that assist and empower
humans while preserving relational and spiritual integrity. This perspective ensures that ethical
reasoning remains central to technological innovation.

Practical ethical strategies in humanoid design include value-sensitive design,
participatory development, and continuous ethical auditing. Value-sensitive design integrates
moral and societal values directly into the technical architecture of humanoid systems.
Participatory development engages diverse stakeholders—including ethicists, theologians, and
end-users—to ensure technology reflects shared ethical priorities. Continuous ethical auditing
monitors algorithmic outputs, behaviours, and social impacts, correcting deviations that could
harm human dignity or fairness. Together, these approaches operationalise ethical principles in
tangible design and deployment practices.

Digital ethics also requires proactive education and awareness among developers and
users of humanoid technology. Understanding the moral implications of Al and humanoid
systems fosters responsible design, critical evaluation, and conscientious use. Developers
trained in ethical reasoning are better equipped to anticipate potential harms, incorporate
safeguards, and respect the intrinsic value of human beings. Similarly, users who are aware of
ethical considerations are less likely to misuse technology or diminish the dignity of others.
This dual focus on education and responsibility strengthens the ethical ecosystem surrounding
humanoid development.

Integrating digital ethics with theological reflection ensures that humanoid technology
aligns with Christian values and broader moral principles. By foregrounding human dignity,
relationality, and justice, ethical guidelines can mitigate risks such as manipulation, bias, and
dehumanisation. This approach encourages developers to create technology that complements
human capacities and enhances societal well-being. Interdisciplinary dialogue among
theologians, ethicists, and technologists fosters responsible innovation and morally coherent
deployment. In this way, the study demonstrates that the ethical development of humanoid
technology is not only a technical challenge but a moral and spiritual responsibility.

CONCLUSION

Humanoid technology, while increasingly sophisticated in mimicking human appearance
and behaviour, remains a creation of human ingenuity rather than an authentic human being.
These machines, regardless of cognitive or emotional simulation, cannot embody the spiritual,
moral, and relational dimensions intrinsic to human existence. Christian theology underscores
that humans, as bearers of the Imago Dei, possess an inherent dignity and moral responsibility
that cannot be replicated or supplanted by artificial entities. The implications of the Imago Dei,
therefore, require that humanoids never be treated as moral equals to humans, nor granted roles
that compromise human uniqueness, relational depth, or spiritual vocation. Recognising this

197 | TELEIOS: Jurnal Teologi dan Pendidikan Agama Kristen



[Open Access] [Original Research]

distinction is essential to ensure that technological innovation respects the unique value of
human life and preserves the integrity of human relationships. Humanoids should therefore be
conceptualised as tools designed to assist, augment, and support human activity rather than
replace or diminish it. This theological grounding safeguards against the erosion of human
identity, ensuring that technological efficiency never overrides humanity’s God-given worth
and purpose. Maintaining this theological awareness provides a normative framework for
guiding responsible technological development.

Moreover, the ethical implications of humanoid technology demand careful consideration
through the lens of digital ethics. Ethical guidelines rooted in fairness, accountability, privacy,
and respect for human dignity must govern both the design and application of humanoid
systems. Integrating theological reflection with digital ethics ensures that innovation aligns with
human-centred values, safeguarding against manipulation, bias, or dehumanisation. Developers
and policymakers are called to prioritise moral and spiritual considerations alongside technical
performance, creating technology that contributes to human flourishing. By harmonising
Christian theological principles with ethical standards in Al and robotics, society can advance
humanoid innovation responsibly and sustainably. Ultimately, this study affirms that the
convergence of Imago Dei and digital ethics offers a comprehensive framework for ethically
coherent and morally accountable technological progress.
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